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Attached is an amendment |in response to an Office Action from Examiner, Motilewa-Clood- 
Johnson dated September 2001. 



Regards 



Leonie News 

Silverbrook Research Pty Ltd 
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and Accompanying Petltton 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 



□ Petition Routing Slip (PTO/SB/69) 
and Accompanying Petltton 

□ PetlUon to Convert to a 
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In the iMited States Patent and Trademark Office 
09/11^777 
July ip, 1998 

Kia Sjlveibrook and Paul Lapstun 

Prodding Automatic "Painting" Effects in Images 

Motilewa-Good-Johnson/GAU 2672 

Dated March 1,2002 

At: Balmain NSW Australia 

| Docket No, ART24US 

AMENDMENT C 



Assi stant Commissioner of Pjatents 
Washington, D.C 20231 

Dear Sin 

In reply to the Official Actioh of 6 September 2001 , the Applicants make the following 
submissions. 

The Examiner rejects all claims pending under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Arias while admitting that "Arias fails to disclose brush strokes per se/' asserting "it would 
have been obvious to one of brdinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that in paint 
rendering, brush strokes are ik commonly used tool." The Examiner refers to col 8, lines 15- 
30 in Arias in anticipating elbim 1 or claim 2 or col 13, lines 25-44 in anticipating claim 3 
and another reference whichjis missing regarding anticipation of claim 4. The Examiner has 
not supported the assertion ahd the Applicants request under 37 C.F.R. Section 1. 107 (b) 
(1993) that the examiner provide an affidavit if this is asserted from their own knowledge or 
that they provide a citation t^> support the asserted level of skill in the art. In the absence 
thereof the Applicants arguejthat the rejection is improper per se> In the absence of such 
citation or affidavit there is no record by which the Applicants can argue that the Examiner 
has erred. i 
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Moreover, the Applicants respectfully submit that Arias is not relevant art in that it relates to 
creating animations whereas ttie claimed invention, when read in the context of the 
specification as a whole, relates to still images. In Arias the production of eel images 
requires specific characteristic^ to be met, for example as set out in col 1, line 10-col 2, line 
18 in order to produce animated scenes. The claimed invention is concerned with 
processing a single image to hfcve a particular effect of brush stroking, a feature lacking 
entirely from Arias but presunied obvious by the Examiner. 



The Applicants respectfully submit that there is no basis to conclude that applying brush 
stroking to Arias would not destroy the "toon" effect sought in Arias and that Arias is 
applicable to achieve the result of the claimed invention. 



In view of the foregoing it is respectfully contended that all claims now pending in the above 
identified Patent Application recite a novel and not obvious method which is patentably 
distinguishable over the prior drt- Accordingly, withdrawal of the outstanding rejection and 
the allowance of all claims now pending are respectfully requested and earnestly solicited. 



Very respectfully, 



Applicant: 



C/o: 



Email: 

Telephone: 

Facsimile: 



KIA SILVERBROOK 

Silverbrook Research Pty Ltd 

393 Darling $treet 

Balmain NSW 204 1 , Australia 

kia@.silver Wook.com.au 

+612 9818 61533 

+61 2 9818 6711 
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